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SUBJECT: MRS. CARTER'S VISIT 

1 . PERSONAL SECRETARY TO MRS. MARJORIE DE ODUBER, WIFE OF PRESIDENT 
DANIEL ODUBER, HAS CONTACTED CHARGE TO INQUIRE WHETHER 

MRS. CARTER WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCOMPANY MRS. ODUBER ON A BRIEF 

VISIT TO A PRIMARY SCHOOL IN A RURAL SETTING. (MRS. ODUBER, 

ACCOMPANIED BY DIPLOMATIC WIVES, REGULARLY VISITS RURAL 

SCHOOLS AROUND THE COUNTRY AND PRESENTS BOOK COLLECTIONS 

FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES.) CHARGE REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH 

MRS. CARTER CLEARLY WANTED TO RESPECT THE WISHES OF 

HER HOSTS, HER PROPOSED PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES WAS 

ALREADY OVERCROWDED. CHARGE POINTED OUT THAT 

THE PROPOSED PROGRAM NOW INCLUDED A VISIT TO A SPECIAL 

EDUCATION SCHOOL IN ALAJUELA, AND A VISIT TO ANOTHER 

SCHOOL COULD ONLY BE INCLUDED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR THE 

ALAJUELA SCHOOL OR AT THE EXPENSE OF ANOTHER ACTIVITY 

IN THE PROPOSED PROGRAM. 
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2. MRS. ODUBER'S SECRETARY SUGGESTED THAT IF MRS. CARTER'S JUNE 1 
SCHEDULE WERE TO BEGIN AT 8:00 A.M. RATHER THAN 9:00, 

THE VISIT TO A SECOND SCHOOL COULD OCCUR ON THE WAY TO 
OR FROM THE SCHOOL AT ALAJUELA. CHARGE REPLIED THAT 
ADVANCE PARTY HAD STOOD FIRM ON THE 9:00 A.M. BEGINNING 
HOUR. HE POINTED OUT THAT MRS. CARTER'S TRIP WOULD BE 
RIGOROUS, AND IN ORDER TO COMPLETE IT SUCCESSFULLY, 
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SHE WOULD HAVE TO AVOID OVEREXTENDING HERSELF DURING ANY PARTICULAR 
COUNTRY VISIT. DISCUSSION ENDED WITH SECRETAY REQUESTING IN NAME OF 
MRS. ODUBER, AND CHARGE AGREEING, TO RELAY SUGGESTION TO 
WHITE HOUSE FOR CONSIDERATION. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THIS REQUEST CAN BE 
SIDESTEPPED WITHOUT CAUSING OFFENSE BY INVITING 
MRS. ODUBER TO ACCOMPANY MRS. CARTER ON ALAIUELA 
SCHOOL VISIT. THE SCHOOL THAT MRS. ODUBER HAS IN 
MIND IS LOCATED IN SAN ISIDRO DE HEREDIA. A BRIEF VISIT 
THERE WITH TRAVEL TIME WOULD CONSUME MINIMUM OF ONE 
HOUR. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST WHITE HOUSE AUTHORIZATION TO 
RESPOND TO THE INQUIRY IN NAME OF MRS. CARTER. 

KIT .DAY 
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